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Notice is Given of the
SPRING LUNCHEON

WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH 2026
11.45 FOR 12.30 pm

At Hadfeild Hall, Wakefield

Followed at 2.15 pm by the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


Notice is Given of the
SPRING LUNCHEON

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH 2024
12 FOR 12.30 pm

At Hadfeild Hall, Wakefield

Followed at 2.00 pm by the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



The Spring Luncheon will be held at the Hadfeild Hall Golf Club, Aberford Road, Stanley, Wakefield, WF3 4JP at 11.45 for 12.30 on Wednesday 25th March, 2026.  The event will be held in support of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance, and Donna Thompson of Yorkshire Air Ambulance will be our guest.

The Annual General Meeting of Wakefield, Pontefract and Dewsbury Branch will follow, after the meal, at 2.15 p.m.. This is your opportunity to hear your Committee’s report on its activities and to ask questions of them.   

There will be the usual raffle and quarterly prize draws. It would be appreciated if you would also stay for the Annual General Meeting to give your support. 

Please see full details for the luncheon on the last pages, or you can just come along later to the AGM.  

If you haven’t been to a NARPO function before, take this opportunity to meet us and, hopefully, become a “NARPO regular”. If you know someone who is not already a member, bring them as well.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the Branch is down to 896 but we are starting a local recruitment campaign. XPS (the Force pensions administrators) will write to all eligible retired members on our behalf. Whilst full membership is only open to former serving officers, membership is also open to others of good character including members of the Police service who were not regular police officers.

If you know someone who would enjoy the benefits of membership, encourage them to join.  It takes just a couple of minutes to join online. 

Please also consider whether you would be prepared to join the Committee.  The Committee meets monthly at Hadfeild Hall for about an hour from 6.30 p.m.
 
MEMBER SURVEY

The recent copy of NARPO News contained details of and a Member Survey to compete regarding the structure and number of Branches within Police force areas.  It asks should Branches like Wakefield be required to amalgamate with the other six Branches within West Yorkshire and create one large Branch?

NARPO is keen to establish the views of our members nationally on this important issue and we would strongly encourage you to express your opinions in order to formulate an ongoing policy.

The completed form can be forwarded to NARPO House OR at:  www.narpo.org/branch-structure-survey 
Closing date for submission is 31st March 2026

WELFARE

The Branch has three Welfare Representatives, Ann Lane, Ken Osborne and Julie Saltmer who can offer advice, help and support.  Advice is also available at:  www.narpo.org/a-z-welfare-services/ 

NARPO ANNUAL CONFERENCE

This year’s Conference will take place in Torquay on Friday 11th September.  Four members of the Committee will be attending the Conference whilst five additional members will be able to appoint Proxies to exercise their vote on their behalf, thereby ensuring that we will have our full representation in the business of the day, including a report regarding the outcome of the above member Survey.

WIDOWS PENSIONS FOR LIFE

Our fight to achieve justice for widows and widowers who re-marry or co-habit continues.  After a successful ‘drop-in’ meeting with MPs and Lords in Parliament last October, our Chief Executive, Alan Lees and I had a very useful and progressive meeting with the Police Minister, Sarah Jones.

POLICE COVENANT

Also, within the same meeting with the Police Minister, we raised issues associated with the implementation of the Covenant.  The Minister was receptive to our pleas but also informed us that they were considering passing responsibilities from the Home Office for the Police service to manage.

Of course, it is acknowledged that most of the problems associated with both the Covenant and the Widows Pension Campaign is that of finance.

MEMBERS PRIZE DRAW 
 
The Members’ Prize Draw was made at the Christmas luncheon.  Every subscribing member is entered into the draw with prizes of £100, £75, £60, £50, £40, £25 plus a special one-off Christmas prize of £120. In this way we can include members who are not able to attend functions. 
The lucky winners were: Judith Packham; Kevin Sharpe; Peter Furniss; Jonathan Morley; Paul Stewart; Joy Clarke; and Paul Brook.   

NARPO PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2026 

Entries are already flooding in for this year’s exciting Photo Competition, with the theme, CASTLES AND HISTORIC HOUSES that bring Britains past back to life. 

This year, the competition, which is open to members, is proudly sponsored by our member service partner, Police Care UK, and the winner will receive a fantastic £500 prize.  In addition, the top twelve photographs will be featured in our next NARPO calendar.

Competition rules and conditions are contained in the latest edition of NARPO news or at:   www.narpo.org 

To submit your entry please email competition@narpo.org. Please state your name, branch and location where the image was taken. We are also able to accept via post to: NARPO Photography Comp, NARPO House, 38 Bond St, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 2QP. Unfortunately, we are unable to return any physical submissions.

PENSION INCREASES 
 
State pensions will increase from April by 4.8% whilst police pensions will increase by 3.8%. 

Remembering the Iraq War – 15 Years On

Royal British Legion are hosting a daytime commemorative event at the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire on Friday 22nd May 2026 to mark the 15th anniversary of the end of Operation TELIC. 

They warmly invite those to attend from the serving and veteran communities who served in the Iraq War (Op TELIC: 2003-2011), families including the bereaved), and those who worked as civilian contractors supporting British Forces and civil society in the country.

If you know of any individuals who may be interested in attending, we ask that they register their interest via this link: https://rbl.org.uk/telic15o

WAKEFIELD BRANCH WEBSITE

If you have any information, requests, suggestions or items of interest for inclusion, please contact committee member Paul McMahon at:  plmc@btinternet.com 

The password for branch members is:    W@kefield!

You can also keep up to date with national news by visiting the NARPO website, www.narpo.org . 
 
NATIONAL POLICE MEMORIAL DAY

After a very successful and well attended Memorial Day was held at Coventry Cathedral, last year. This years’ service will take place at the Belfast Waterfront Hall on Sunday 27th September 2026.  Arrangements for tickets will be announced later.

SPRING LUNCHEON 2026 
 
The Spring Luncheon will be held immediately before the AGM at 11.45 for 12.30 pm, on Wednesday 25th March, at Hadfeild Hall, Aberford Road, Wakefield, WF3 4JP.  The Luncheon will be in aid of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

There will be the usual raffle and prize draw. Please also stay for the Annual General Meeting to give your support. 

Members attending are advised that entry to the dining area will be from 11:45, to allow staff time to finalise the setting up.  If you arrive earlier, you could wait in the foyer and peruse the table displaying the raffle prizes.  It is also requested that you take you seats by 12:15pm so that service can start promptly at 12:30pm.  Please book your places ASAP but no later than 16th March.

If you haven’t been to a NARPO function before, take this opportunity to meet us and, hopefully, become a “NARPO regular”. If you know someone who is not already a member, bring them as well.  We look forward to greeting you all at Hadfeild Hall. 



MENU
Starters
A.  Roasted Tomato & Basil Soup
A comforting bowl of slowly roasted vine tomatoes blended until smooth with fragrant fresh basil, finished with a touch of cream and extra-virgin olive oil. Served with warm artisan bread for dipping.
B.  Barbeque Mackerel Fillet, Cucumber Salad & Raita
Tender fillet of mackerel lightly glazed and cooked over the barbeque to enhance its natural smokiness, accompanied by a crisp cucumber salad and a cooling homemade raita to balance the richness of the fish.
C.  Chicken Terrine, Pickled Shimeji Mushrooms & Tarragon Mayonnaise
Delicately pressed chicken terrine seasoned with herbs, served with tangy pickled shimeji mushrooms and a silky tarragon mayonnaise, bringing fresh aniseed notes and gentle acidity to the dish.
D.  Spring Melon Medley
A refreshing starter of perfectly ripe seasonal melons, lightly dressed with a hint of citrus, a bright and elegant beginning to a spring luncheon.
Mains
(including seasonal vegetables as appropriate)
E.  Braised Featherblade of Beef, Celeriac & Truffle Purée, Pavé Potatoes, Red Wine Jus
Succulent featherblade of beef braised for hours until meltingly soft, presented with smooth celeriac and truffle purée, golden layered pavé potatoes, pickled red onion and a rich red wine jus.
F.  Pan-Fried Sea Bream Fillet, Roasted Carrots, Asparagus & Fish Red Wine Sauce
Crisp-skinned sea bream fillet pan fried to perfection, served alongside sweet roasted carrots and fresh asparagus, finished with an elegant fish red wine sauce and pavé potatoes.

G.  Spinach, Ricotta & Mushroom Cannelloni with Tomato Sauce & Pine Nuts
Vegetarian cannelloni filled with creamy ricotta, sautéed mushrooms and fresh spinach, baked in a classic tomato sauce and topped with roasted pine nuts for a warm, hearty finish.
Desserts
H.  Classic Panna Cotta with Rhubarb, Honeycomb & Braised Rhubarb
Traditional vanilla panna cotta set until delicately wobbly, paired with vibrant rhubarb purée, crunchy honeycomb shards and softly braised rhubarb.
J.  Pecan & Treacle Tart with Vanilla Ice Cream
Sweet buttery pastry tart filled with rich treacle and toasted pecans, served warm with smooth vanilla ice cream.
K.  Bread Pudding & Custard
Homemade bread pudding baked with spices and dried fruit, finished with velvety hot custard for a nostalgic close to the meal.
L.  Cheese Board Selection
A selection of quality cheeses served with crackers and traditional accompaniments
Freshly brewed coffee and after dinner mints

 
  (Please advise of any Special Dietary needs)
...........................................................................................................
 
Special price: Contributions of £25.00 for members & partner or guest in lieu. Additional guests are £30.00 each.  Please send numbers and choices by 16th March to Nick Hunter by post or email to nickhunter1955@gmail.com - mobile 07904 154503

Please pay by:  Bank Transfer (BACS),  sort code 30-99-50, A/c number 67246563, Account: NARPO (Wakefield Branch) and add your name in the Reference Box,

OR 
By cheque payable to NARPO (Wakefield Branch) and send to:   Nick Hunter, 2 Ashbrook Close, Ossett, WF5 9DU
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