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The Staffordshire Knot 
  

Staffordshire Branch of Narpo [96] 
c/o 6 Hearn Court, Rising Brook, Stafford, ST17 9QN  

 01785 540500 (with Voicemail) 

https://narpo.org/branch-pages/staffordshire-members-area/ 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Chairman’s Corner 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the Staffordshire Knot. Although we 

have recently experienced a cold spell, the bulbs in the gardens are 

beginning to push through and it will not be long before the lawn 

mowers will have to have an outing. Some may see this as a pleasure, 

and some may view it as a chore. 

The issue of the suspended Chief Constable which has been ongoing 

since August 2025 has yet to be resolved. Kevin and I had a meeting 

with Ben Adams the Police/Fire Crime Commissioner who gave us the 

impression that the enquiry might take a considerable amount of time 

to complete. We had a wide-ranging discussion with him about the 

Governments announcements about the demise of his role and the 

prospect of Police Force amalgamations being on the horizon. He 

Name Subbranch 

Anthony Blood Northern 

John Michael Colton Ex County 

Damon B Millar Northern 

Christopher Byrne Tamworth 

Andrea Dawn Morris Stafford and Stone 

Steven John Smith Northern 

Marie Morris Northern 

John Charles Martin Northern 

James William Hunt Stafford and Stone 

Stephen Allen Ex County 

  

  

  

  

We wish you all a long and healthy retirement! 
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expected that this would take some time before both aspects come to fruition. 

Locally Staffordshire NARPO has a problem in that Kevin Waters, our Branch Secretary has 

announced that he intends to stand down at the AGM in March 2026. Although the position has 

been advertised to our members, so far no volunteer has been forthcoming. 

This has created a real headache for the Executive of Staffordshire NARPO, because National Rules 

state that the Branch cannot operate without a secretary. What might follow from this is that the 

Branch might cease to exist. 

The Executive Committee are working hard to resolve the problem, and as an interim measure Joe 

Molloy, the Webmaster has offered to be the nominal Secretary until such time that we can recruit 

another permanent Secretary. 

I submitted a paper to the Board of Directors of NARPO on 5/2/2026 requesting, if possible, that 

they provide Staffordshire Branch with some administrative support to get the Branch through its 

current predicament. The Board were receptive to the situation and agreed to work with us until 

we find a replacement. 

Until such time that we can resolve this problem, members may find that the Branch service to 

members may be affected. 

Update on Inspector Hugh Lupton. 

Following on from my previous article concerning Hugh Lupton, I have been able to obtain some 

more information, which completes his policing story. 

He married Edna May Rowell on 13/7/1946, but they do not appear to have had any children. 

I had ascertained that his last station whilst a serving officer in the Staffordshire County Police 

was at Brierley Hill Police Station. On 1/4/1966 a amalgamation of Police Forces took place and 

Brierley Hill Police Station, along with other Staffordshire County Stations, were consumed by the 

West Midlands Constabulary. 

I was struggling to find out if Hugh Lupton transferred to the West Midlands 

Constabulary or chose to remain in Staffordshire County. 

As a last resort I contacted the West Midlands Police Museum in 

Birmingham requesting their assistance. Amazingly and very quickly they 

got back to me, having located his original personal file, which was stored in 

their archive. They provided me with a photograph taken when he first 

joined Staffordshire County Police on 15/4/1939 and were able to confirm 

that he retired from Brierley Hill Police Station on 20/11/1966. I have now 

established that he died in North Wales on 23/10/2000 

Mark Judson [Chairman Staffordshire Branch of NARPO] 
 

Note for your Diary: The 2026 Branch Reunion Lunch will be at Brocton Golf Club on 

SUNDAY 19th April 2026. Booking form on page 6 of this newsletter and on the Website 

Events page. 

Northern Subbranch 
The Annual Dinner and Cabaret, is to be held on 13 March 2026. The details and booking form on page 8 and on 
the website events page. Anyone interested who does not use the website can request details and a booking form 
from Keith Houlston (Tel 01782  616118). Next meeting 17th April 2026 at Trentham Park Golf Club at noon. 

Dave Malam (Secretary, Northern Subbranch) 
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Members Called to Higher Service Oct 2025– Feb 2026 

Your Branch records with regret the deaths of the following members:  
 Name Sub Branch Age Died 

Ret’d PC   Dave John Blakeman  Leek and Cheadle   73 yrs  9 Nov 2025  

Ret’d Sgt  Kenneth William Leach  Lichfield  85 yrs  17 Oct 2025  

Ret’d PC  William James Jackson  Northern  70 yrs  23 Nov 2025  

Ret’d PC  John Frederick Beardmore  Stafford and Stone  77 yrs  2 Jan 2026  

Ret’d PC  Timothy Mark Cartwright  Northern  62 yrs  6 Jan 2026  

Ret’d Sgt  Philip (Pip) MacCall  Tamworth  78 yrs  25 Jan 2026  

Ret’d PC Graham Morgan  Northern  92 yrs  11 Feb 2026  

Ret’d PC Brian Victor Bentley Northern 87 yrs 14 Feb 2036 

WIDOWS & Spouses CALLED TO HIGHER SERVICE 
Mrs  Maria Ann Dodd  Northern  76 yrs  24 Oct 2025  

Mrs  Christine Wakefield (Wife)  Northern  77 yrs  22 Nov 2025  

Mr  Imran Sherwani (Husband)  Stafford and Stone  63 yrs  28 Nov 2025  

Mrs  Harriett Hamnett  Northern  91 yrs  1 Dec 2025  

Mrs  Patricia Ann Oakden (Wife)  Northern  Not given  11 Dec 2025  

Mrs  Christine May (Wife)  Stafford and Stone  82 yrs  7 Jan 2026  

Mrs  Margaret Ing  Northern  93 yrs  16 Jan 2026  

Mrs  June Greenfield  Tamworth  93 yrs  29 Jan 2026  

     

Leek and Cheadle Subbranch  

Leek subbranch has now arranged a venue for daytime meetings. The amended venue is Leek Golf 

Club, Cheddleton Road, Leek ST13 5RE, on Tuesday 3rd March 2026, arrival for a noon start, tea and 

coffee will be available. There will then be time to socialise and informally answer any members 

questions, with a light luncheon served at 12:30.  

The bar is available to those wishing to tackle a thirst. 

Mike Smith Secretary 

 

Lichfield Subbranch 
The Lichfield Subbranch of NARPO would like to warmly invite all former members of the Cannock and 
Rugeley Subbranch to join us at our regular meetings. 
We meet at Burntwood Rugby Club, The Sportsway, Chasetown, Burntwood, WS7 3PH. 
Doors open at 7:00pm for a 7:30pm start, and there’s plenty of parking available. 
After each meeting, we enjoy a buffet, and the room we use has a well-stocked bar, making it a great 
opportunity to catch up socially. 
Our next meeting is on Monday, 23rd March 2026. 
As with many subbranches, we’re keen to welcome new members, especially younger retirees, to help 
keep the branch active and thriving. 
If you’d like more information, please contact our Secretary, Linda Hicken, on 01922 452572. 
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From the Archive 

Captain William Congreve Chief Constable of Staffordshire 1866 - 1889 

When William Congreve became Chief Constable of 

Staffordshire in 1866 he moved his family from his 

ancestral home, Burton Hall near to Tarvin in Cheshire to 

live in Stafford, he is recorded as residing at The Hollies in 

Newport Road. The house still stands and is today a 

veterinary practice. 

He had previously served with the 4th Regiment of Foot 

leaving the army in the rank of captain when he 

became Staffordshire’s Chief Constable in 1866, age 34. 

He retired from the police service in 1889 and returned to 

Burton Hall where he died in January 1902. 

When I looked into the life of Captain Congreve I could not help but notice 

how the type of person that makes a chief constable has changed. Captain 

Congreve was from a wealthy family, whilst not aristocracy he was most 

definitely landed gentry. Having a military background was seen as an 

essential quality for the job of chief constable, for with it came the supposed 

ability to handle large numbers of men as in a police force and at The Hollies 

he had house servants, three plus a nurse in 1871 and four plus two nurses in 

1881. The nurses were to care for babies born at the time of each census. 

William Congreve had married Fanny Emma Townshend in 1862 and together 

they had six children, the eldest Walter had a distinguished military career. He 

was commissioned into the Rifle Brigade and with his regiment saw action in 

the Boer War. At the battle of Colenso he was wounded whilst attempting to 

save the guns abandoned by the artillery; he also attempted to rescue a 

wounded officer. For his actions on this day he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Walter Congreve bought a house in the shadow of the castle at Stowe-by-

Chartley and continued to serve in the army. By the time of the Great War he 

was a Major General and would command 6th Division. He finished the war as 

a Lieutenant General commanding XIII Corps and had been rewarded with 

knighthood. He was a front-line general evidenced when he was injured by 

shrapnel resulting in the loss of his left hand and he was well thought of by those 

under his command. With the end of hostilities he became Governor General 

of Malta; he died in office in February 1927 and was buried at sea. 

Walter Congreve had married in 1890 Celia LaTouche, they would have three 

children, the eldest William, born in 1891, followed in his fathers’ footsteps by 

becoming an officer in the Rifle Brigade and he went on to serve in the Great 

War. He was a capable officer and by December 1915 he was Brigade Major 

of 76th Brigade. Over several days in July 1916 he went out onto the battlefield 

with a medical officer helping to bring in the wounded, something he did 

despite suffering from the effects of gas. Having recovered a little he returned 

 

 

BRANCH  

CONTACTS 
CHAIRMAN 
Mark Judson 

 01785 660095 

SECRETARY 
Kevin Waters 

  01785 540500  

TREASURER 
Mike Kozam 

 07806 732968 

 

SUB BRANCH 

CONTACTS 

BURTON 
Chair  and 

Secretary 

Roy Dimelow 
 07485 000932 

LEEK 
 Andrea Plant 

 07707 996907 

Mike Smith 

 07955 425462 

LICHFIELD 
 Brian Williams 

 01543 253120 

Linda Hicken 

 01922 452572 

NORTHERN 
 Kevin Waters 
 01785 540500 

Dave Malam 
 07971 594950 

STAFFORD 
   Chair vacancy 

 00 

  Phil Challinor 

 07908 617946 
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to the front line trenches to determine the situation after an unsuccessful attack and there he was sadly shot 

and killed by a German sniper. Having already been awarded the Distinguished Service Order and the Military 

Cross he was now awarded the Victoria Cross. This made Walter and William Congreve one of only three 

fathers and sons to be awarded our country’s highest award for gallant. 

Research and Contribution of Alan Lewis [Stafford and Stone] 

Tamworth Subbranch 
We continue to meet bi-monthly at the Coton & Hopwas Social Club, School Lane, Hopwas, Tamworth. 
 
On Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7:30pm we are holding a Quiz Night, prepared and hosted by Terry Bond, 
our Welfare officer and Assistant Secretary. There will be a hot buffet, provided by the Social Club and 
funded by the Subbranch. This is a social event with no agenda or minutes, so is the ideal opportunity to 
socialise with your former colleagues. Partners are very welcome 
 
On Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7:30pm we are holding our AGM. There will be a buffet provided by the Social 
Club and funded by the Subbranch. 
 
Our Annual Luncheon will be held on Sunday 17th May 2026 at Drayton Park Golf Club. Details will be 
circulated in due course 
Bob Vaughan, Tamworth Subbranch Secretary 

Wombourne Subbranch 
We held our first lunch time AGM on Tuesday 10th February, at The Three Stirrups, Brewood. 

Roger Jones and myself were re-elected, Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer respectively. 

19 members were present, the meeting went well with a buffet to follow.  

We are holding a Summer Social Afternoon Tea on 6th July 2026 at Halfpenny Green Vineyards. 

See the website Events or contact me directly for details. 

John Cooper Secretary Narpo Wombourne Subbranch 

 

Histories of Staffordshire Policing - Free Research Papers  

Rev. Dr. Glynne Watkin, a Priest within Tettenhall Wood parish (Wolverhampton) has been appointed Co-Lead 

Chaplain at Staffordshire Police.  

He was a guest at the Wombourne Subbranch meeting in February. He outlined his long held interest in policing 

history which has resulted in publication of some books and research papers.  

He has offered free copies to Narpo members of his recent Report 'A Diary of Policing in Staffordshire' and his 

catalogue of further supplementary reports.  

To register your interest please send a request by email to: revglynne@hotmail.co.uk  

He hopes that it will generate interest among NARPO members. 

THE MAIN REPORT: 'A Diary of Policing in Staffordshire' 

This is a comprehensive overview of policing in the county since the middle of the nineteenth century - and includes 

the story of our predecessor forces - the city forces of Lichfield and Stoke, the Borough forces of Newcastle, Stafford, 

Tamworth, Hanley etc. and the county force itself from 1840 to the present day. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS are available: a list is published on the News section of our website. 
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SUB BRANCH 

CONTACTS 

TAMWORTH 
Glyn Thomas 

 01827 67545 

Robert Vaughan 

 01543 257624 

WOMBOURNE 
 Roger Jones 

 07425 135129 

John Cooper 

 07779 050244 

 

STOP PRESS 

 

XPS Group, the police 

pensions administrator, 

has launched a new 

website portal named My 

Pension. 

 

Register to use this for 

immediate online access to 

your police pension 

account. 

Members without internet 

access or smart phones 

may still telephone or 

write to XPS Group. 

 
Staffordshire Branch is a branch of 
National Association of Retired 
Police Officers, a company limited 
by guarantee incorporated and 
registered in England and Wales 
with company registration number 
15415367. A list of the directors of 
National Association of Retired 
Police Officers can be inspected at 
our registered office: NARPO 
House, 38 Bond Street, Wakefield 
WF1 2QP. NARPO is a business 
name of National Association of 
Retired Police Officers. 
 

Your newsletter is edited by our 

website manager Joe Molloy, 

 01785 561792 or email:  

staffordshire2@narpo.org 

Stafford and Stone Subbranch 
Quarterly Lunch Club 

Gerry and Carol Robinson have arranged the next lunch club for 12 NOON 

Wednesday 6th May 2026 at the Barns Hotel, Cocksparrow Lane, Huntington 

SW12 4PB . They would like to warmly invite members from Cannock and 

Stafford to join them at The Barns. The menu can be found at 

WWW.thebarneshotel.co.uk and the menu to choose from is The Midweek 

Set Menu. No payment is required until the day but you must contact Gerry 

with your selection by 1st May on either - gerryu3a@gmail.com or text on 

07902 915500. 

Next AGM will be held on Thursday, 26 February at 7:30pm in the 

Constitutional Club, Lloyd Street, Stafford,  

The Summer meeting will be held on 26 June 2026. There will be further 

details closer to the date 

Past Events 

Sub Branch Reunion Lunch held at Brocton Hall Golf Club on Sunday 1st 

February. We had a very good turnout of over 65. Food was very good 

conversation was stimulating and the whole thing went off very well. Again this 

was organised by Gerry and Carol Robinson 

Coffee Mornings 

By the time you read this we will have held two more. One at The Swan in 

Stafford and one at the Colliers in Rugeley. The Stafford event was very well 

attended but this has been written before the Collier event so we don’t know 

how well attended it will be. We will look at a similar coffee morning in the 

Stone area in the spring. We will circulate details when it has been arranged. 

Phil Challinor – Secretary on behalf of the Stafford and Stone Subbranch 

Committee    

[Editor note – the Colliers coffee morning was a great success] 

Staffordshire Branch Annual General Meeting 

All members are invited and encouraged to attend the next AGM at 

Staffordshire Police HQ, Weston Road, Stafford, ST17 0YY at 11:00 am 

on Saturday, 21st March 2026. Light refreshments to be served after. 

In planning your journey, allow time to pass through site security. 

On pages 9 and 10 you will see the accounts and financial statements for 

the Branch and summary of all Subbranches. 

Details of Subbranch transactions are available from the respective 

treasurers. 

Critical at this meeting will be the nomination of a new Branch Secretary. 

Applications from members for the role are open. 
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National Association of Retired Police Officers 
Staffordshire Branch (96) 

Summary of Financial Accounts for Staffordshire Central Branch & 8 Subbranches 
for the period 1st January to 31st December 2025 

Branch or Sub-Branch Accounts 
Opening 
Balances 

Income 
Transactions 

Expenses 
Transactions 

Closing 
Balances 

Staffs Branch Lloyds 
Current A/C  

£43,177.48 £53,541.25 £89,822.65 £6,896.08 

Staffs Branch NS&I 
A/C  (Income Bonds) 

£12,000.00 £0.00 £0.00 £12,000.00 

Staffs Branch Lloyds 32 Day Notice 
A/C  

£0.00 £10,064.97 £0.00 £10,064.97 

Staffs Branch Lloyds 95 Day Notice 
A/C 

£0.00 £23,209.03 £0.00 £23,209.03 

Staffs Branch Leek Building 
Society A/C  

£5,558.76 £153.79 £0.00 £5,712.55 

Staffs Branch Leek Building 
Society A/C  

£35,016.85 £968.80 £0.00 £35,985.65 

Burton SB HSBC 
A/C  

£1,855.22 £2,761.56 £2,758.86 £1,857.92 

Burton SB Cash £21.58 £601.50 £466.86 £156.22 

Cannock & Rugeley SB 
Barclays A/C  

£1,149.87 £10.62 £1,160.49 £0.00 

Cannock & Rugeley SB Cash £10.62 £0.00 £10.62 £0.00 

Leek SB TSB  
A/C  

£534.91 £2,844.10 £2,654.13 £724.88 

Leek SB Cash £21.90 £110.00 £110.00 £21.90 

Lichfield SB Lloyds 
A/C  

£1,464.13 £2,843.09 £2,494.02 £1,813.20 

Lichfield SB Cash £178.82 £484.50 £445.89 £217.43 

Northern SB Coop Bank 
A/C 

£685.78 £2,102.25 £1,943.75 £844.28 

Stafford SB Co-op 
Bank A/C 

£689.12 £2,584.61 £2,293.10 £980.63 

Stafford SB Cash £1.57 £0.00 £0.00 £1.57 

Tamworth SB Lloyds 
A/C 

£1,174.93 £4,545.90 £4,277.45 £1,443.38 

Wombourne SB Barclays 
A/C 

£1,054.18 £553.50 £500.00 £1,107.68 

Wombourne SB Cash £209.63 £852.00 £840.34 £221.29 
     

Totals £104,805.35 £108,231.47 £109,778.16 £103,258.66 

Note: The Cannock & Rugeley Subbranch was dissolved in March 2025 and the balance of its 
funds of £864.64 transferred to central Staffordshire Branch. 

 


